
Knik River Public Use Area 
Management Plan 

 
 

Public Review Draft 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March 2008 
 
 

 Alaska Department of Natural Resources 
 Division of Mining, Land and Water 
 Resource Assessment and Development Section 
 



Knik River Public Use Area 
Management Plan 

 
 

Public Review Draft 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Note:  To receive full consideration, and to be able to 
request reconsiderations of a plan adopted by the 

commissioner, written comments must be received by: 
 

5:00pm AST, Friday, May 2, 2008 
 

Send comments to: 
Brandon McCutcheon 
Department of Natural Resources Phone:  907-334-2551 
550 West 7th Avenue, Suite 1050 Fax:  907-269-8915 
Anchorage, AK  99501-3579 Email:  knikriverpua@alaska.gov 

Website:  http://www.dnr.state.ak.us/mlw/krpua/ 

 
 
 
 

March 2008 
 
 

 Alaska Department of Natural Resources 
 Division of Mining, Land and Water 
 Resource Assessment and Development Section 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This document has been released by the 
Department of Natural Resources, Division 
of Mining, Land and Water, Resource 
Assessment & Development Section, for 
the purpose of informing the public about 
the Public Review Draft of the Knik River 
Public Use Area Management Plan, at a 
cost of $11.27 per copy, in Anchorage, 
Alaska. 



Table of Contents 
 
 
Chapter 1:  Introduction and Background 
 
Summary of Purpose............................................................................................................ 1 - 1 
The Planning Area ............................................................................................................... 1 - 1 
The Public Use Area ............................................................................................................ 1 - 1 
Why the Draft Plan Was Developed.................................................................................... 1 - 7 
How the Draft Plan Was Developed.................................................................................... 1 - 7 
How the Draft Plan Will be Used ........................................................................................ 1 - 8 
What the Plan Will or Will Not Do ..................................................................................... 1 - 8 
Relationship of PUA Statutes to Other Statutes ................................................................ 1 - 10 
Relationship to Other Plans and Agreements .................................................................... 1 - 10 
 
 
Chapter 2:  Goals and Management Guidelines 
 
Introduction.......................................................................................................................... 2 - 1 
Definitions............................................................................................................................ 2 - 1 
Overall Management Direction............................................................................................ 2 - 2 
Access .................................................................................................................................. 2 - 3 
Commercial Use................................................................................................................... 2 - 5 
Coordination ........................................................................................................................ 2 - 6 
Facilities............................................................................................................................... 2 - 8 
Fees ...................................................................................................................................... 2 - 9 
Fish and Wildlife Habitat................................................................................................... 2 - 10 
Forestry .............................................................................................................................. 2 - 12 
Health and Safety............................................................................................................... 2 - 14 
Heritage/Cultural................................................................................................................ 2 - 19 
Materials ............................................................................................................................ 2 - 21 
Mitigation........................................................................................................................... 2 - 23 
Parcel Acquisition.............................................................................................................. 2 - 25 
Public Use Sites ................................................................................................................. 2 - 27 
Recreation .......................................................................................................................... 2 - 31 
Subsurface Resources ........................................................................................................ 2 - 39 
Trails .................................................................................................................................. 2 - 41 
Waterbodies ....................................................................................................................... 2 - 43 
 



Chapter 3:  Management Guidelines, Recommendations, and Public Use 
Sites for Each Management Unit 
 
Introduction.......................................................................................................................... 3 - 1 
Unit A – Lower Knik Flats .................................................................................................. 3 - 5 
Unit B – Lakes and Wetlands ............................................................................................ 3 - 13 
Unit C – Upper Knik Flats ................................................................................................. 3 - 23 
Unit D – Upper Jim Alpine................................................................................................ 3 - 27 
Unit E – Upper Friday Alpine............................................................................................ 3 - 31 
Unit F – Grasshopper Valley ............................................................................................. 3 - 35 
Unit G – Glacier................................................................................................................. 3 - 39 
Unit H – Metal Creek......................................................................................................... 3 - 41 
 
 
Chapter 4:  Implementation 
 
Introduction.......................................................................................................................... 4 - 1 
General Management of PUA Lands................................................................................... 4 - 1 
Access to Public Lands ........................................................................................................ 4 - 1 
Trails Management Process ................................................................................................. 4 - 2 
Knik River Special Use Areas ............................................................................................. 4 - 2 
Amendments to Current Area Plans .................................................................................... 4 - 2 
Land Classification Order .................................................................................................... 4 - 3 
Enforcement......................................................................................................................... 4 - 3 
Title 38 Requirements.......................................................................................................... 4 - 4 
Authority of Management Plan............................................................................................ 4 - 4 
Allowed and Prohibited Uses............................................................................................... 4 - 4 
Proposed Regulations........................................................................................................... 4 - 5 
Fees ...................................................................................................................................... 4 - 6 
Other Lands.......................................................................................................................... 4 - 6 
Navigable Waterbodies........................................................................................................ 4 - 9 
Coordination with Other Agencies ...................................................................................... 4 - 9 
Procedures for Plan Review, Modification, and Amendment ............................................. 4 - 9 
Recommended Future Studies ........................................................................................... 4 - 10 
 
 



Appendices 
 
A:  Glossary ........................................................................................................................ A - 1 
B:  Fish and Wildlife Habitat ...............................................................................................B - 1 
C:  Proposed Regulations.....................................................................................................C - 1 
D:  Trails Management Process .......................................................................................... D - 1 
E:  Special Use Area Designation........................................................................................E - 1 
F:  Plan Amendments...........................................................................................................F - 1 
G:  Land Classification Order ............................................................................................. G - 1 
H:  Public Trust Doctrine.................................................................................................... H - 1 
I:  Legislation ........................................................................................................................I - 1 
J:  Implementation of Commercial Use Policy .....................................................................J - 1 
K:  Knik River Public Use Area Signature Page ................................................................ K - 1 
 
 

Table of Figures 
 
Figure 1-1:  State Shorelands............................................................................................... 1 - 9 
 
 

Table of Maps 
 
Map 1-1:  Planning Area...................................................................................................... 1 - 3 
Map 1-2:  General Land Status ............................................................................................ 1 - 5 
Map 2-1:  Recommended Designated Shooting Areas ...................................................... 2 - 17 
Map 2-2:  Public Use Sites................................................................................................. 2 - 29 
Map 2-3:  Forested Uplands & Un-vegetated Shorelands in Management Units A & C.. 2 - 35 
Map 2-4:  Wetlands............................................................................................................ 2 - 37 
Map 3-1:  Knik River Management Plan Units ................................................................... 3 - 3 
Map 3-2:  Proposed Waterbody Restrictions ..................................................................... 3 - 11 
Map 3-3:  Rippy Non-motorized Area............................................................................... 3 - 19 
Map B-1:  Anadromous Streams and Waterbodies..............................................................B - 1 
Map B-2:  Waterfowl Habitat ..............................................................................................B - 3 
Map B-3:  Moose Habitat ....................................................................................................B - 5 
Map B-4:  Dall Sheep Habitat..............................................................................................B - 7 
Map E-1:  Proposed Knik River Special Use Areas ............................................................E - 3 
 
 

Table of Tables 
 
Table 1-1:  Land Ownership within the PUA ...................................................................... 1 - 2 
Table C-1:  Phase 1 Regulations (Proposed) .......................................................................C - 1 
Table C-2:  Phase 2 Regulations..........................................................................................C - 7 
Table D-1:  Trail Management Classes .............................................................................. D - 6 




